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WHAT- A lot of us buckle under pressure, between “all eyes on us” at work, or struggling with assignments, imagine ten year old, third grade students, who are forced to take a state test to determine whether or not they will go onto the next grade level or not. Parents feel as if their children are not earning the education they deserve and need to show their full potential. Due to this, and many other reasons, parents are opting to homeschooling, and homeschooling popularity is increasing by the day. 
	Homeschooling is the decision to educate your children inside your home versus sending them to public school. Homeschooling is taking stream due to many factors. Children are at public school seven to eight hours a day, and are only learning twenty percent of that time. Homeschool children typically do school two hours a day, learning one hundred percent of the time. Homeschooling allows parents to skip over all of the things you learn in high school that we never see in the real world, and focuses more on teaching how to do your taxes, and how to build your credit and other real life situations. You can go at your own pace, and you are not forced or manipulated into thinking you have to do your work a certain way, because in public school, a lot of teachers take off for not “showing your work” or not doing it their way. With that being said, one of the most popular reasons people are choosing to homeschool instead of public school is because of the state tests. Parents feel as if their children are being taught to test instead of taught to educate and be knowledgeable. Even some teachers are choosing a different profession because they are saying there is no more fun in teaching, because their curriculum is so strict and to the test. Your child may be smart, but not a good test taker, and for that reason, they will not be able to go to the next grade or even walk with their classmates at graduation. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress, for 2013, only 33% of 12th graders tested proficient in math, and only 43% in reading in public schools.
During school, families may have their own family issues occur, or a major event happen, with homeschooling, you get to set your own schedule and no absents are accumulated. So that means you can allow yourself to start school after Labor Day, have two spring breaks, or if you need the day off from school, you can excuse yourself from the day or even do school later at night. In public school, girls are constantly being sent to the office because their skirt does not touch their knees, or their tank top shows too much skin, another plus side of homeschool is no dress code, so again, it focuses strictly on learning, even if you are sitting in your pajamas. 
	There is so much violence going on in the world lately, and public schools have been targeted.  Most parents’ number one concern is their children’s safety.  According to The Justice Department’s Bureau of Justice Statistics, and the Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics, in 2012, there were about 749,200 violent assaults on students.  In the 2011-2012 school year, there was a record 209,800 primary and secondary school teachers who reported being physically assaulted by a student.  Walter Williams of George Mason University says, “Many want a safer environment for their children, away from violence, alcohol and drugs, unhealthy and inappropriate sexual indoctrination found in public schools.  Some want to teach and impart a particular set of values and beliefs to their children.”
	SO WHAT- Choosing to homeschool your children can benefit not only them, but also the family. Since students are at school all day, and most parents work, sometimes it feels as if the student is spending more time with his teachers than with his family. Just like daycare, and you miss your child’s first steps, or words, parents may feel as if they are missing out on milestones the children are achieving while at school and with homeschool, they will be influenced by their parents or siblings rather than their teacher. This also allows the students to be praised throughout the day rather than receiving negative consequences or disruptions of other students.  Families who work shift work, or military families who may move a lot, are allowed to alter the hours of their schooling without going through different processes one may face if he/she switches schools often. Homeschool mother, Angela Lopez of Nacogdoches, said “for a family that wants to foster a nuclear situation, it is a very positive thing. My husband works a lot, and we can adjust our hours to be with him, and we can adjust the learning to the strengths and weaknesses of my children.”  Janina King, of Vidor, Texas, said “If my son went to public school, once he got home, showered, did homework, I would only be able to spend three hours out of the day with him, before it was time for bed.” It has become important to families because homeschooling has allowed their children to spend time with their family, and less with a pencil and paper. You can learn wherever you go, whenever you want. Learning has become fun again since public school has become so strict, and education has changed. 
	NOW WHAT- Now, there are so many options parents can choose from if deciding to homeschool. We can make a difference because where you learn does indeed impact the way you learn, because classrooms are sought out for classes of a larger number, and not for everyone. When at home, it is important to make a distraction free zone. It’s also significant to make sure you are in a healthy environment. You can make a difference in your homeschooling experience by deciding to co-op, where it allows students to interact and socialize with other homeschoolers and includes but not limited to, language arts, history, and even field trips or proms and dances. Schools are cutting back on recess, and field trips, so this allows our children to learn other than textbook and lecture, but also sort-of live it as well.  
	If homeschooling was never addressed, there would be more students forced to go somewhere they feel they may not belong, or where they cannot pass a test. Homeschooling can be a safe area for children who are bullied, or do not have the money to have the clothes, shoes, backpacks, all the other students may have. It has allowed families to spend more time with their children and being able to experience all of their milestones as they achieve them. 
	There are many ways to become an advocate, or an ambassador in the area for homeschoolers. There are websites, such as, www.homeschoolfoundation.org that allows you to donate, become an ambassador, seeking information, volunteering, or if you just want to read success stories. The website offers chances to speak at state events, and in our communities, providing information. 
	In conclusion, homeschool has made millions of lives easier, with less stress, more safety, and building more confidence. Homeschool has allowed students to reach their full potential and learn in their own ways, while having fun and being comfortable. All children are different, and who knows their children better than their family? 
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